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Conference Schedule     Series 1     May 3-6, 2021

Conference Schedule     Series 2     May 10-13, 2021

Conference Schedule     Series 3     May 17-20, 2021

Monday, May 3

Monday, May 10

Monday, May 17

Tuesday. May 4

• 3:30-4:30 PM  
Concurrent Sessions

Tuesday. May 11

Tuesday. May 18

Wednesday, May 5

Wednesday, May 12

Wednesday, May 19

Thursday, May 6

Thursday. May 13

Thursday. May 20

• 3:30-4:30 PM 
Concurrent Sessions

• 6:30-7:30 PM Keynote:  
Dr. Ruben Puentedura

• 3:30-4:30 PM  
Concurrent Sessions

• 6:30-7:30 PM Keynote: 
Jennifer LaGarde

• 3:30-4:30 PM  
Concurrent Sessions

• 3:30-4:30 PM  
Concurrent Sessions

• 3:30-4:30 PM  
Concurrent Sessions

• 3:30-5:00 PM 
Dynamic Landscapes 
Symposium Session 1

• 3:30-5:00 PM  
Dynamic Landscapes 
Symposium Session 2

• 3:30-5:00 PM  
Dynamic Landscapes 
Symposium Session 3

We will continue our 
conversations from Symposia 
Session 2

• 3:30-4:30PM  
Concurrent Sessions

• 3:30-4:30 PM  
Concurrent Sessions

• 3:30-4:30 PM  
Concurrent Sessions

• 7:30 PM Dynamic Landscapes Networking Social 

Meet with friends and colleagues while exploring a Spatial 
Social Networking platform, Gather.town. Door prizes! 
This will immediately follow the keynote address, and Dr. 
Puentedura will be in attendance!

Using Dr. Puentedura’s 
keynote as a springboard, 
we will host large and small 
group discussions to help us 
reflect and share about what 
we’ve learned over the last 
year. What worked, and what 
did not work? How can we 
plan for the future?

• 7:30 PM Dynamic Landscapes Networking Social

Meet with friends and colleagues while exploring a Spatial 
Social Networking platform, Gather.town. Door prizes! 
This will immediately follow the keynote address, and Ms. 
LaGarde will be in attendance!

We will continue our 
conversations from Symposia 
Session 1, now with additional 
thoughts and ideas from 
Jennifer LeGarde’s keynote!

• 6:30 PM - ? Dynamic Landscapes Networking Social

Meet with friends and colleagues while exploring a Spatial 
Social Networking platform, Gather.town. Door prizes!

vita-learn.org/dynamiclandscapes
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UDL And The Plus One Mindset

We will look at closed captioning, translation, 
transcription, voice typing, and screen readers. We will 
also review UDL and cultural relevance Q & A.

Gaby Richard-Harrington — left handed, athletic, 
creative, multitasker, lifelong learner… entrepreneur…
she arrived at Hampshire College in September 

2019 as the new instructional 
technologist and worked hard 
to help with the transition to 
emergency remote learning in 
response to the Pandemic. This 
transition increased awareness 
of and revealed some critical 
accessibility issues regarding 
course materials and students 

knowing how to use the digital tools that we provide 
for these purposes.

Before coming to Hampshire, she taught tech skills 
to students in elementary and middle school for 
20+ years. In some districts she worked directly with 
faculty to strategically and effectively integrate 
technology for teaching and learning. She worked 
with faculty at Westfield State when they started 
their online learning programs, and she spent three 
years as the Northampton Public School Assistive 
Technology Specialist PK-12. Gaby is an Apple and 
Microsoft Certified Educator, earned her Google Level 
I and II Educator Certifications and is working toward 
a Google Trainer Certificate. Gaby was part of one of 
the first cohorts in ISTE’s new Certification Program, 
completed her portfolio and became one of the first 
100 ISTE Certified Educators. Gaby is the President of 
the New England ISTE Affiliate. She has earned MA 
K12 ITS, Director, Principal PK-12 licenses and an SEI 
endorsement. As a life-long learner, it is Gaby’s passion 
to continually update her skills to advance her career 
and take on challenging new positions.

It is now her mission to spread Universal Design for 
Learning across the Hampshire College Campus 
Community. She looks forward to working with you 
to be more successful accessing the materials to 
increase your success now and in the future.

Series 1 - Monday, May 3, 3:30-4:30PM

Series 1 - Monday, May 3, 3:30-4:30PM

Series 1 - Monday, May 3, 3:30-4:30PM

Readers Theater With Remote 
Collaborators (Using WeVideo) – Part 1

We’ll share the workflow a team of VSLA librarians 
used to create a Readers Theatre project as remote 
collaborators. We’ll share steps and templates that 
we used to facilitate the process for Organizers/
Producers as well as steps for Actors, Artists, Sound/
Music Producers, and Video Producer. You’ll leave with 
a workflow that works in real time learning as well as 
with remote learners using WeVideo’s collaboration 
features, Google Tools, and Drop Box. Check out our 
Readers Theater project – Robert Bruchac Racoon and 
Crayfish story performed by VSLA librarians this spring 
as we tested the workflow you’ll be learning https://
www.wevideo.com/view/2117455129

Lucie deLaBruere After 26 years in her own classroom 
and as innovation coach in Vermont’s K12 schools, 
Lucie is now a free-lance educator who collaborates 

with students, teachers, and 
librarian through innovative 
projects. She teaches in the 
EdTech sequence of the 
University of Vermont. Lucie is 
known as an ambassador for 
creativity and innovation and 
passionate about digital equity, 
learning through creating 
and making, and Project 

Based Learning. She is a Google Certified Innovator, 
Raspberry Pi Certified Educator and WeVideo 
Ambassador

Kate Davies, Blue Mountain Union School. After 
beginning her professional life as an academic 
librarian, Kate accidentally became a school librarian. 
She arrived at Blue Mountain Union School the same 
week as its first computer monitor with color and 
has been there ever since. She has an MLS from 
the University of Rhode Island and an M.Ed. from 
Lyndon State College, and also has Vermont TESOL 
certification.

Emily Wood, Richmond Elementary. Emily is the 
school librarian at Richmond Elementary School. She 
is passionate about authentic storytelling, student 
voice, creative media creation, and raging against the 
machine. She has been a librarian for the last 9 years. 
Emily has a BA from Syracuse University in Television, 
Radio, & Film and American Studies. She also earned 
her masters from UVM in Curriculum and Instruction 
specializing in education technology.

Bronze Sponsors
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Series 1 - Monday, May 3, 3:30-4:30PM

Using Google My Maps For Deeper Learning

Maps provide a visual way to share a lesson, but also a 
great way for students to share what they have learned. 
This session will provide hands-on” opportunities to 
learn how to create a map and a variety of ways you 
can implement Google My Maps into your classroom. 
A highlight will be participating in a Google My Map 
Breakout! This will be a fun learning experience for 
everyone and will leave you with the tools you need to 
share with your students the next day.”

Cyndy Harrison is an Education Technology Consultant 
with Sourcewell Technology in St. Paul. She has a M. 
Ed. in Curriculum &amp; Instruction and is an ISTE 
certified educator and trainer. As a U.S. history teacher 
at a multicultural high school, she was dedicated to 

all of her students both in the 
classroom and with extracurricular 
school activities. Additionally, 
she wrote curriculum to support 
the 1:1 district initiative for 7,000+ 
students along with creating 
online tutorials to support the TEA 
End-of-Year exam. She continues 
to be a passionate educator that 

has conducted numerous professional development 
sessions for K12 and Higher Ed audiences at schools, 
districts, and various regional and national conferences 
across the country.

Epic Fail: Practical Strategies For Learning 
From Our Mistakes

Failure is not final. Actually, our mistakes can serve 
as one of the most powerful learning experiences, 
but only if we have a strategy in place to process our 
failures in a healthy and productive way. In the wake 
of Covid-19, I think it’s fair to assume most of us have 
learned a few things and need to use this time to 
reflect, regroup, and come back stronger than ever 
before. In this session we will laugh (a lot) and maybe 
cry a little too. We will learn from our mistakes and 
develop a practical game plan for fostering a growth 

mindset.

Josh Ratliffe is a Professional 
Learning Specialist with Trafera. 
He is a life-long learner, teacher, 
and administrator who has 
dedicated his career to building 
capacity among educators on the 
topics of technology integration 
and digital citizenship.

Series 1 - Monday, May 3, 3:30-4:30PM

Series 1 - Monday, May 3, 3:30-4:30PM

Simple STEM Take-Home Kits [Flash]

Last summer, we wanted to keep up the momentum 
of our wildly successful summer reading program, but 
our building remained closed to the public. We had 
a very enthusiastic response to our in-person maker-
type programming, so we planned and delivered a 
new take-home STEM exploration every week. These 
included: explorations in flight, floating, paper circuitry, 
and more! This program is designed to give your take-
home offerings a boost. Item lists, explainer text, and 
all you need to implement a program like this will be 
presented. Thought we used this as a summer learning 
engagement, it’s also a model that could be used to 
a maker program where students are not allowed to 
share materials due to COVID restrictions.

Abby Adams has been a library director for 9 years and a 
school librarian for 5 years in small, 
rural Shoreham, Vermont. She is 
originally from Virginia and has 
also worked for the Williamsburg 
Regional Library (a MUCH larger 
institution). Her MLIS is from the 
University of South Carolina, 
specifically focusing on serving 
children and young adults through 
librarianship. When not doing 
library things, Abby also runs a 

multi-level Girl Scout troop with a co-leader, provides 
professional development with a team of teachers for the 
school district, snowshoes or hikes (depending on the 
season), and reenacts 18th-century camp life with her 
husband and almost-8-year-old-daughter.

Series 1 - Monday, May 3, 3:30-4:30PM

Seesaw: Creating Accessible Learning 
Experiences

Teachers differentiate instruction on Seesaw to make 
meaningful learning experiences accessible for all 
learners.

• Creating accessible instructions 
• Adding scaffolds to Seesaw Activities 
• Allowing for choice in output with multimodal tools

Mia Leonard taught Kindergarten in the Chicago Public 
Schools  for 10 years.  Mia is a Google Certified Innovator, 
PBS Digital Innovator, and Seesaw Certified Educator.  In the 

classroom, Mia explored innovative 
methods to transform teaching 
and learning and empower her 
students daily. Mia currently works at 
Seesaw Learning as a Professional 
Development and Training Specialist.  
Mia is the author of Building Blocks 
for Tiny Techies: A Teacher’s Guide to 
Digital Learning in Primary Classrooms.  
She also speaks regularly on how to 

amplify the voices of our littlest learners through technology at 
conferences and events across the country.
You can follow Mia and her class on Twitter: @mrsleonardk.
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Networking Social (Follows Keynote) 

Come join us for an informal networking social hour and explore a spatial social networking platform, Gather Town! Join 
our keynote speaker and your peers for conversation and sharing. Complete a virtual scavenger hunt to be entered to 
win a door prize! Login to Hopin to find the special login link and password to our Gather Town virtual space!

Series 1 - Monday, May 3, 6:30PM

KEYNOTE: Remembering The Future: A 
Game With Learning Mirrors

The COVID pandemic has emphasized a need for 
school plasticity in a rapidly changing landscape: 
the initial overnight transition to emergency remote 
learning was only a harbinger of many further shifts, 
and more yet to come. In this context, it is crucial to 
implement teaching practices that can do more than 
just preserve minimal learning levels – they need 
to actively improve student outcomes as the world 
changes around them. We will see how to develop 
new ways of using technology that address this 
challenge of antifragility by reframing how we think 
about two existing models, SAMR and the EdTech 
Quintet. In particular, we will translate recent research 
results into hands-on methods for learning design that 
can scaffold robust teaching practices. The goal here 
is not to deliver a prepackaged static set of methods 
– rather, it is to start a conversation that can generate 
flexible practices as the times demand.

Ruben Puentedura

Dr. Ruben Puentedura, Ph.D. is the Founder and 
President of Hippasus, a consulting firm based in 

Western Massachusetts, 
focusing on transformative 
applications of information 
technologies to education. 
He has implemented these 
approaches for over twenty-
five years at a range of K-20 
educational institutions, 
as well as health and arts 
organizations.

He is the creator of the SAMR model for selecting, 
using, and evaluating technology in education, 
which currently guides the work of the Maine 
Learning Technology Initiative, as well as multiple 
other projects worldwide. He is also the author of 
The EdTech Quintet, a categorization of the core 
technology toolset required for education derived 
from the Horizon Report.

His current work explores new directions in mobile 
computing, digital storytelling, learning analytics, and 
educational gaming, focusing on applications in areas 
where they have not been traditionally employed. He 
can be reached at rubenrp@hippasus.com and on 
Twitter @rubenrp.

Series 1 - Monday, May 3, 7:30PM

The Golden Dome Award Book List

The members of the Golden Dome Award Reading 
Committee will present this year’s book list. The 
annual list consists of 25 books, a diverse and eclectic 
collection representing each year’s best in middle-
grade children’s literature. Something for everyone!

The Golden Dome (formerly 
Dorothy Canfield Fisher) Award 
Reading Committee consists of 
eight avid readers who compile 
an annual list of 25 books 
comprising the best of each 
year’s middle-grade children’s 
literature.

Current members are Rebecca Rupp (chair), Laura 
Williams, Sacha Krawczyk, Charlie Farrell, Nicole 
Westbom, Erin Neckers, Kate Belluche, and Katie 
Bosley.

Series 1 - Monday, May 3, 3:30-4:30PM

Gold Sponsors
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Playful Learning Lounge: Create With 
Cardboard
Grab some scrap cardboard, scissors, exacto knife, 
masking tape, glue or a glue gun, and come ready to 
learn some new techniques for creating cardboard 
attachments.  Prepare to unleash your creativity as 
you create with cardboard.  Learn a new skill, tips, and 
tricks for creating with cardboard  -  create and make 
time with your new skill,  connect and discuss ideas for 
designing playful learning using cardboard. 
Enter the No Tech – Low Tech – High Tech Playful 
Learning Challenge!

Caty Wolfe is the Pre-Tech instructor at Center 
for Technology in Essex with a focus on art and 

technology She has integrated 
Design Thinking and Making 
into her curriculum and her 
students are always challenging 
her to push the boundaries. Her 
students have collaborated with 
creators of Pinbox 3000 to take 
the Pinboxes to new levels

Check Out All Of The Playful Learning Lounge 
Opportunities!

Design a playful learning experience for end of year 
learning, summer learning, back to school engagement.
Stop by the Playful Learning Lounge Mondays & 
Thursdays 3:30 – 4:30PM
Learn a new skills in 15 minutes or less, create and make 
something fun during a 15 minute practice time, connect 
with others explore ideas for designing playful learning

A Look At Your School, Post-COVID: 
Relevant?

While 2020 was wrenching, teachers made more 
progress on exploring possibilities, more quickly 
than ever before. As the pandemic winds down, is 
your school ready to take advantage of what is now 
possible? Schools looking to return to “normal” may 
find that they have been passed by the ones now 
bringing new opportunities to their communities. In 
this session, we’ll look at what makes a school magical 
going forward, giving students and teachers new 

ways to find satisfaction and 
excellence.

Rushton Hurley is the founder 
and executive director of Next 
Vista for Learning, which houses 
a free library of videos by and 
for teachers and students at 
NextVista.org.

Rushton has spent decades exploring innovative 
possibilities for bringing together proven approaches 
with cutting-edge technologies, from his graduate 
research at Stanford University (using speech 
recognition technology with beginning students of 
Japanese in computer-based role-playing scenarios 
for developing language skills), to his work with 
teenagers as both a high school teacher of Japanese 
language and a principal of an online school, to 
speaking at conferences and trainings around the 
world, to the 5-Day Teacher Challenge, which over 
2000 teachers in 40 countries signed up to try. 

With experience at a wide variety of schools around 
the world (elementary, secondary, and college; 
large and small; urban and rural; traditional public, 
public charter, private independent, and schools of 
faith), Rushton regularly works with school leaders 
on professional development, school improvement, 
change strategies, staff morale, promotion in the 
community, and getting the best out of students and 
teachers.

Rushton is the author of three books on school and 
teacher improvement: Making Your School Something 
Special and Making Your Teaching Something Special 
(both from DBC Books), and Technology, Teamwork, & 
Excellence (NCEA).

He loves to travel, makes occasionally successful 
attempts to take a good picture, cleans up after his 
cats, and considers himself to have married up.

Series 1 - Thursday, May 6, 3:30-4:30PMSeries 1 - Monday, May 3, 3:30-4:30PM

Series 1 - Tuesday, May 4, 3:30-4:30PM

Advanced Techniques With WeVideo

Get the most out of WeVideo for you and your 
students. Want to know advanced features available 
in your account? Join our resident expert to help guide 
you to making outstanding instructional videos and 
ways to maximize the utilization of your WeVideo 
licenses.

Ricky Mak is with Customer Success at WeVideo. 
He helps district leaders, admins, principals, and 
teachers with using WeVideo for the maximum 

potential with their schools. Have 
a question about using WeVideo 
for the first time? Want to know 
advanced features available 
in your account? Ricky is one 
of our resident experts to help 
guide you to making outstanding 
instructional videos and ways to 
maximize the utilization of your 
WeVideo licenses.
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Series 1 - Thursday, May 6, 3:30-4:30PM

Maximize The Power Of Your Survey Data

Unleash the power of survey data! Whatever 
stakeholder group is your audience, help uncover 
powerful perception data and student voice with 
our tips and tricks. In this session you will learn 
best practices and see real-life examples ensuring 
your next survey delivers the best information to 
you from your respondents. With the prevalence of 
online survey tools, and the common place of digital 
communication modalities, the quality and response 
rates of survey instruments has diminished. This 
session is aimed at a few key strategies to increase 
survey instrument quality and response rates in 
a approachable, common sense manner without 
statistics. The strategies will include improving 
question quality and presentation order, response type 
options and recommendations for use, sample size 
and response rate strategies, and best-practices for 
maximizing quality data.

Delonna Darsow has served the K-12 education 
sector for over thirty years. She is currently 
Sourcewell Technology’s Data Product Champion, 
is an experienced district administrator, principal, 
and teacher in metropolitan, private and rural district 

settings. Skilled in leadership, 
data analysis, program 
evaluation, organizational 
change, measurement, 
strategic planning, and 
technology leadership, Delonna 
holds a Ph.D. in Education 
Policy and Administration 
with an emphasis on Program 
Evaluation from University of 
Minnesota-Twin Cities.

Playful Learning Lounge: Create With Paper

Grab some paper, cardstock, glue, tape, and scissors 
and come learn how you might use paper in your 
creative designs.

Prepare to unleash your creativity. Learn a New Skill, 
Tips, and Tricks for creating using different types of 
paper Create and Make Time with your New Skill 
Connect and Discuss ideas for designing playful 
learning using paper Enter the No Tech – Low Tech – 
High Tech Playful Learning Challenge

Patricia Aigner is Technology Director at Rutland 
Public Schools. She is involved with the International 

Society for Technology in 
Education where she connects 
with educators around the world, 
and is a statewide leader around 
STEM education and the maker 
movement.

Check Out All Of The Playful 
Learning Lounge Opportunities!

Design a playful learning experience for end of 
year learning, summer learning, back to school 
engagement.
Stop by the Playful Learning Lounge Mondays & 
Thursdays 3:30 – 4:30PM
Learn a new skills in 15 minutes or less, create and make 
something fun during a 15 minute practice time, connect 
with others explore ideas for designing playful learning

Series 1 - Thursday, May 6, 3:30-4:30PM

Series 1 - Thursday, May 6, 3:30-4:30PM

High-Yield Instructional Strategies With Google

Get the most bang for your buck by utilizing the high quality 
instructional strategies made famous by John Hattie and 
the wonderful free tools from G Suite for Education. Move 
beyond the guessing game of whether or not a strategy 
is working by employing teaching practices that are 
scientifically proven to work coupled with Google tools.

Diana Benner has been involved in education for 
more than 20 years. She has served as an instructional 
technologist, instructional designer, and an online learning 
specialist, supporting districts all over Texas and in state 

government. She loves offering 
engaging staff development and 
working with teachers to get them 
excited about using digital tools in 
the classroom in order to impact 
student achievement. She has a 
Masters of Education in Educational 
Technology and is an ISTE Certified 
Educator.

Series 1 - Wednesday May 5, 3:30-5:00PM

Dynamic Landscapes Symposium

A facilitated discussion for educators to reflect and 
learn from each other. We will use the week’s keynote 
speaker as a launching point for the discussion. 
Imagine a ballroom with round tables. Conference 
facilitators will set the stage, then you’ll have a chance 
to a table discussion to dig deeper. What have we 
learned this year? What does it mean for the future? 
Are there practices and resources that we will keep, 

even if we return 
to classrooms in 
a pre-pandemic 
manner? What will 
learning spaces and 
environments look 
like in the fall?
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Series 1 - Thursday, May 6, 3:30-4:30PM

Implementing Foundational Literacy Best 
Practices Through Blending Print And 
Online Resources

The key to teaching students to read is individualized, 
targeted instruction using both print and digital texts. 
This session will focus on best practices for blending 
print and digital resources within foundational literacy 
lesson design. The resource shared will be part of a 
new foundational literacy PreK–3 adaptive solution 
with lesson plans, printable resources, activities, and 
110 interactive phonics titles supporting students’ 
literacy growth. This resource provides a personalized 
experience, combined with educator tools, and 
audio supports to promote and track the successful 
acquisition of key reading skills using 2,400 high-
interest, engaging fiction and nonfiction titles. This 
resource delivers actionable data around Vermont’s 
ELA standards for teachers to create personalized 
learning paths for every student. The process of 
pinpointing and then rectifying reading deficiencies 
is streamlined here like in no other product. Using 
gamification to reward reading progress creates 
incentives that engage students while providing 
teachers a meaningful tool for imposing boundaries. 
Participants will explore this adaptive platform with 
printable resources that support small-group, whole-
class, and individualized practice to personalize each 
student’s experience. Evidence of success from several 
elementary schools will be shared. The key to teaching 
students to read is individualized targeted instruction 
with the use of both print and digital texts. Evidence 
of success from several elementary schools will be 
shared.

Jeff Rothenberger is your local educational consultant 
for Rosen Classroom. He has been a conference and 

workshop presenter at a variety 
of national and state conferences 
such as ISTE, NAMTC, iNacol, 
PETE&C, PADLA, PASA/PSBA, 
AESA, and CUE. He is a retired 
adjunct faculty member for 
instructional technology grad 
courses at Wilkes University and 
Harrisburg University. He formerly 
worked as an Administrator 
in the Office of Professional 

Development and Curriculum for PA Intermediate Unit 
Service Agencies, where he provided instructional 
technology professional development to districts 
across the state of PA; twenty-two years of classroom 
experience; two years as a Technology Integration 
Specialist, K-12; and eight years as the Secondary 
Technology Coordinator for Curriculum and Instruction 
for a PA district. He also serves in a leadership role with 
national and state level organizations.

Series 1 - Thursday, May 6, 3:30-4:30PM

Readers Theater With Remote 
Collaborators (Using WeVideo) – Part 2

Take the workflow for creating a Readers Theatre 
with Remote Collaborators in Part 1 and try it out for 
yourself in this hands-on experience where we will 
create a Readers Theater project with YOU as a remote 
collaborator. Pre-requisite: It is suggested that you 
attend Part 1 to learn the workflow. Bring a smartphone 
or tablet, as well as a laptop or Chromebook with 
Headphones. You’ll take away new skills, templates, 
and other resources that can be applied to your own 
Readers Theater or Other Collaborative Video projects.

Lucie deLaBruere After 26 years in her own classroom 
and as innovation coach in 
Vermont’s K12 schools, Lucie 
is now a free-lance educator 
who collaborates with students, 
teachers, and librarian through 
innovative projects. She teaches 
in the EdTech sequence of the 
University of Vermont. Lucie is 
known as an ambassador for 

creativity and innovation and passionate about digital 
equity, learning through creating and making, and 
Project Based Learning. She is a Google Certified 
Innovator, Raspberry Pi Certified Educator and 
WeVideo Ambassador

Kate Davies, Blue Mountain Union School. After 
beginning her professional life as an academic 
librarian, Kate accidentally became a school librarian. 
She arrived at Blue Mountain Union School the same 
week as its first computer monitor with color and 
has been there ever since. She has an MLS from 
the University of Rhode Island and an M.Ed. from 
Lyndon State College, and also has Vermont TESOL 
certification.

Emily Wood, Richmond Elementary. Emily is the 
school librarian at Richmond Elementary School. She 
is passionate about authentic storytelling, student 
voice, creative media creation, and raging against the 
machine. She has been a librarian for the last 9 years. 
Emily has a BA from Syracuse University in Television, 
Radio, & Film and American Studies. She also earned 
her masters from UVM in Curriculum and Instruction 
specializing in education technology.
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Series 1 - Thursday, May 6, 3:30-4:30PM

The Case Of The Missing Selection Policies

Why are selection policies missing in 50% of Vermont 
school districts? How can that be true when students, 
educators, and school librarians need legal protections 
for intellectual access to a broad range of information 
and ideas? Is this a form of hidden censorship? 
Does your school district have a selection policy? 
Got questions or suggestions for advocating for a 
foundational principle for collection development? 
Join us and a distinguished panel of library leaders 
and administration for a lively discussion about a 
grassroots effort to bring about change.

Joanne Allen is the LMS / Teacher Librarian at 
Enosburg Elementary School and VSLA Northwest l 
District Representative.

Stephanie Sherman is LMS / 
Teacher Librarian at Middlebury 
Union HS, a regional coordinator 

for the Librarian’s 
Mentoring Matters 
program, and the VSLA 
Southwest District 
Representative. The Case Of The Missing Selection 
Policies

Why are selection policies missing in 50% of Vermont 
school districts? How can that be true when students, 
educators, and school librarians need legal protections 
for intellectual access to a broad range of information 
and ideas? Is this a form of hidden censorship? 
Does your school district have a selection policy? 
Got questions or suggestions for advocating for a 
foundational principle for collection development? 
Join us and a distinguished panel of library leaders 
and administration for a lively discussion about a 
grassroots effort to bring about change.

Joanne Allen is the LMS / Teacher Librarian at 
Enosburg Elementary School and VSLA Northwest l 
District Representative.

Stephanie Sherman is LMS / Teacher Librarian at 
Middlebury Union HS, a regional coordinator for the 
Librarian’s Mentoring Matters program, and the VSLA 
Southwest District Representative.

How To Get Kids Reading Over The 
Summer Without Getting Burned!

Getting students to read over the summer is always a 
challenge. But as educators we know how important it 
is for students to keep reading to reduce the summer 
slide. This year that may be more important than ever. 
Colchester Middle School has found a lot of success 
with our school-wide program that incorporates 
student voice and choice and culminates in a 
celebration of reading each fall. Our program provides 
a good opportunity to introduce quality titles with 
diverse authors and characters to our students and 
families. Come find out how we do it and share your 
own school’s successes!

Rebecca Sofferman is the school librarian at 
Colchester Middle School in Colchester, VT. A graduate 

of Syracuse University’s iSchool 
(MLIS), Rebecca was previously 
district librarian and technology 
coordinator for the Tupper Lake 
Central School District in Tupper 
Lake, NY, an elementary school 
librarian in Saranac, NY and a 
high school librarian in Malone, 
NY. She was formerly Secretary 
of NYLA-SSL and has taught a 

course in the School Librarian sequence at UVM. Find 
her on the web at http://rsofferman.weebly.com/and 
on twitter at @sofferbrarian.
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